
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Metrolinx knows that the conservation of 
Ontario’s cultural heritage resources is a 
matter of public and provincial interest. As 
part of our GO Expansion program, we are 
reviewing and evaluating Metrolinx-
owned and controlled properties on the 
rail corridors to identify any that have 
cultural heritage value or interest. For 
those that do, we will develop Strategic 
Conservation Plans (SCPs).  

This Info Sheet includes key information 
on:  
• What is the purpose of an SPC? 
• What is the SCP development 

process? 
• How and when does community 

engagement takes place? 
• Which properties is Metrolinx is 

reviewing?  
• Why is Union Station unique? 

What is the purpose of a Strategic 
Conservation Plan? 
The purpose of a Strategic Conservation Plan (SCP) is to 
detail how an identified provincial heritage property will be 
conserved. Ministries and prescribed public bodies (like 
Metrolinx) need to prepare an SCP for a property when it is 
identified as having cultural heritage value or interest 
through a Heritage Identification and Evaluation Process. A 
SCP: 
• sets out overall objectives and goals for the conservation 

of a provincial heritage property; 
• identifies strategies to guide decision making to achieve 

those goals; 
• explains how the property’s cultural heritage value or 

interest will be conserved; and 
• describes how the planned conservation approach 

conforms to the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and 
Culture Industries’ Standards and Guidelines for 
Conservation of Provincial Heritage Properties. 
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What is the Strategic Conservation Plan 
development process? 
A SCP is prepared by one or more qualified person(s) with 
expertise and experience relevant to the type of cultural 
heritage resources. The process of developing an SCP begins 
with a Statement of Cultural Heritage Value. This Statement 
describes why the property is of cultural heritage value or 
interest, its heritage attributes, and its level of significance. 
Building off this Statement, the SCP process includes the 
following steps:  
 
• Understand the property, which involves the 

development of a condition assessment that reviews: the 
uses of the property, the physical condition of the 
property, legislative and policy considerations related to 
the property (such as the applicable buildings code, fire 
code, and other requirements), and anticipated future 
plans and needs for the property. 

• Develop Conservation Strategies, which describes what 
needs to be done to conserve the property’s cultural 
heritage value or attributes. It sets out objectives, actions, 
and timelines. These strategies provide guidance on 
maintenance, repair, accessibility, interpretation, 
managing change, emergency management, and 
disposal.   

• Develop an Action Plan, which details how and when the 
conservation strategies will be put into action, including 
identifying sequencing, priorities, and funding strategies. 

• Describe implementation and monitoring, which 
identifies management structures, decision-making 
processes, and how relevant staff will be made aware of 
the SCP before taking actions that might impact the 
property. It also describes how the SCP’s actions will be 
monitored, including commitments to document success 
and challenges from applying the SCP and to review the 
SCP every five years. 

 
If the property is identified as a Provincial Heritage Property, 
Metrolinx can post and implement the final SCP. If it is a 
Provincial Heritage Property of Provincial Significance, the 
Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries 
(MHSTI) must review and approve the SCP before it is posted 
and implemented. 
 
If the property is of provincial significance, approval from 
MHSTI is required before implementation of the SCP.  

When and how does community engagement occur? 
Community engagement is an important part of the SCP process. Community engagement takes place during 
the development of the Draft SCP to provide communities an opportunity to influence the plan’s 
recommendations and conclusions. Final SCPs must include a summary of community engagement, including 
who was engaged, how, when, what the comments and concerns were, and how Metrolinx considered the 
feedback. Potential audiences engaged through the SCP process include (but are not limited to):  local 
municipalities; Indigenous communities; historical societies, heritage museums, local archives, etc.; local 
heritage interest groups, and; individuals interested in the property. 
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Which properties is Metrolinx reviewing? 
Within the GO Expansion program study area, Metrolinx will be preparing SCPs for a range of 
properties in provincial ownership that have cultural heritage value or interest (see table 
below). Since the work of evaluating provincially owned properties and identifying which have 
cultural heritage value or interest is on-going, this list of properties is not final. The properties 
below fall into one of two categories:  
 
1. Provincial Heritage Property (of Local or Regional Significance) (PHPs) means provincial 

heritage property that has been evaluated using the criteria found in Ontario Regulation 
9/06 and has been found to have cultural heritage value or interest – of local or regional 
significance. 

 
PHPs by GO corridors: 

Union Station Rail Corridor: 
• Bay Street Bridge 
• Cherry Street Subway 
• John Street Interlocking Tower 
• Lower Jarvis Street Subway 
• Lower Sherbourne Street Subway 
• Parliament Street Subway 
• Yonge Street Railway 
 

Barrie: 
• Bradford GO Station 
• Maple GO Station 
• Newmarket GO Station 
• St. Clair Avenue West Subway 
 

Stouffville: 
• Markham GO Station 

Union Station Rail Corridor: 
• Bathurst Street Bridge (Sir Isaac Brock 

Bridge) 
• Cherry Street Interlocking Tower 
• Scott Street Interlocking Tower 
• Union Station Complex 
 

Barrie: 
• Aurora GO Station 

Kitchener: 
• King West Subway 
• Wallace Avenue Footbridge 
 

Lakeshore East: 
• Carlaw Avenue Subway 
• Dunbarton Subway 
• Gerrard Street East Subway 
• Highland Creek Bridge 
• Petticoat Creek Culvert 
 

Lakeshore West: 
• Bronte Creek Bridge 
• Etobicoke Bridge 
• Islington Avenue Bridge 
• Joshua Creek Bridge 
• Sixteen Mile Creek Bridge 

Kitchener: 
• Humber River Bridge 
 

Lakeshore East: 
• Rouge River Bridge 
 

Lakeshore West: 
• Credit River Bridge 

2. Provincial Heritage Properties of Provincial Significance (PHPPSs) means provincial 
heritage property that has been evaluated using the criteria found in Ontario Regulation 
10/06 and has been found to have cultural heritage value or interest of provincial 
significance. 
 
PHPPs by GO corridors: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is Union Station unique? 
Union Station is protected under municipal, 
provincial and federal legislation. Therefore, 
different levels of government (City of 
Toronto, MHSTCI, Metrolinx and Parks 
Canada) will be involved in the development, 
review and approval of the SCP. 

The intent of an approved SCP for Union 
Station Complex is to provide guidance on 
the conservation, maintenance and use of 
that Complex while avoiding or minimizing 
impacts to the Complex’ cultural heritage 
value or interest and its heritage attributes. 

Work underway at Union Station 

 

For More Information 

For more information about GO Expansion and to download other materials,  
check out our website: MetrolinxEngage.com 

This Info Sheet is part of a package of Info Sheets and a Discussion Guide provided by Metrolinx to 
share updates on system-wide studies and policies. The current set of Info Sheets cover a number of 
different topics, including benefits of GO Expansion, vegetation removal and compensation program, 
electromagnetic fields and electromagnetic interference, grade separations, and new approach to 
construction management.  


