
Frequently Asked Questions 
Proposed Jane Street Light Rail Transit (LRT) 

August 2008 
www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/jane_lrt/index.htm

 
General 
Q1) What is the City planning for the future of Jane Street? 
In March 2007, Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) released its Transit City Light Rail Plan, 
which identified Jane Street as one of its LRT (light rail transit) corridors. The TTC and City of 
Toronto are working together to identify a 14.5 km LRT route in the Jane Street corridor 
extending from the Bloor-Danforth subway to Steeles Avenue. The goal is to provide fast, 
reliable transit service for customers and to reduce traffic congestion, which will reduce the 
harmful emissions that cause greenhouse gases.  
 
Q2) What key benefits will this project bring to the city and local residents in particular? 
How does the project fulfill Official Plan objectives? 
By separating transit from general traffic, this project can provide a fast, reliable, predictable ride 
for transit customers. More people will find transit an attractive alternative to the private 
automobile, which is a major step towards ‘Building a Transit City’. The Jane Street corridor is a 
key north-south transit link on the west side of Toronto, with links to other planned east-west 
transit routes. 

The City’s Official Plan designates certain sections of city roads as “Avenues”, which are 
important corridors where the goal is to create new housing and job opportunities, while 
improving the pedestrian environment, the look of the street, and shopping opportunities. 
Several portions of Jane Street are designated “Avenues”, so other key benefits of this project 
will include improved streetscape and urban design, and accommodation of pedestrians and 
cyclists in the study corridor.   The LRT route will also provide service to York University. 

Furthermore, the new line will increase convenience for transit customers by connecting with the 
TTC’s network and other transit agencies: 

1. Bloor-Danforth Subway Line 
2. St. Clair West LRT 
3. Eglinton LRT 
4. Finch West LRT 
5. Proposed Spadina Subway Extension 

 
Q3) What is the purpose of the project? 
TTC and the City of Toronto want to identify the best way to provide high quality transit service 
to link Jane Station with the proposed Steeles Avenue West Station on a new Spadina line, in a 
manner which: 

i) is affordable 
ii) makes transit a much more attractive travel option relative to the private auto 
iii) supports the City’s growth objectives of a better variety and density of transit-oriented 

developments 
It is recommended that new, modern, electrically powered light rail vehicles be operated in 
dedicated lanes, with the only ‘interference’ from other traffic limited to crossings at intersections. 
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Q4) What is the projected annual ridership of the route? 
In 2021, forecast ridership for the Jane Street LRT is 19 million riders a year. More recent 
forecasts (premised on expected development levels to 2031) suggest ridership of 1,700 to 
2,200 people per hour in a single direction at the busiest point on the line. 

Technology 
Q5) What is LRT? 
“LRT” stands for Light Rail Transit. There are two basic criteria that are generally required for a 
facility to be called “LRT”: electrically powered rail vehicles with power supplied from overhead 
wires – which allows them to operate on a city street – and operation of these vehicles in a 
dedicated right-of-way. The vehicles can be operated individually, or attached together and 
operated in ‘trains’. This right-of-way can take many forms – from lanes in the middle of the 
street, to hydro corridors or abandoned railway corridors. 

Two other characteristics of modern LRT lines in North America is “all-door” loading (not just 
front doors) and there is normally a much greater distance between stops as compared to the 
stops on a typical bus route. 

Q6) Why is LRT preferred over buses? 
LRT is more comfortable for riders, quieter, has no emissions on the street, and is far superior in 
carrying capacity in a constrained environment such as an arterial roadway. Buses in dedicated 
lanes, sometimes called BRT, or bus rapid transit, cannot easily accommodate 2,200 people – 
the peak hour demand projected on Jane Street - unless the bus way includes by-pass lanes at 
intersections to allow some buses to operate “express” and pass “local buses” stopped to serve 
customers. Given that there are a variety of important objectives for Jane Street – in addition to 
high quality transit – such as a comfortable walking environment, attractive streetscape, bike 
lanes, etc., there is not sufficient width available to allow for the construction of a by-pass lane to 
be added to the transit right of way. 

Location of LRT 
Q7) Will the LRT run in the middle of the street? 
It is envisioned that the LRT will operate in the middle of the street in dedicated lanes. However, 
some situations may require further examination to determine if this is the best option depending 
on local circumstances. 

Important Connections  
Q8) How will the Jane Street LRT connect to the Bloor-Danforth Subway Line?  
Determining how the Jane Street LRT will connect to the Bloor-Danforth subway line is one of 
the key points to consider in this study.  Further study will be made in this regard. 

Q9) How will the Jane Street LRT connect to the future extension of the University-Spadina 
subway line? 
Determining how the Jane Street LRT will connect to the future extension of the University-
Spadina subway line is one of the key points to consider in this study. Currently, a connection 
point at the proposed Steeles West Station, on Steeles Avenue east of Jane Street, is being 
considered. Options to connect to this station include: 
1. Northwest Gate connection: Eastbound from Jane Street on Shoreham Drive to Ian MacDonald 

Boulevard to Northwest Gate to proposed Steeles West Station 
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2. Murray Ross Pkwy connection: Eastbound from Jane Street on Shoreham Drive to Murray Ross 
Parkway to Steeles Avenue to proposed Steeles West Station 

3. Steeles connection: Continue northbound on Jane Street, then eastbound on Steeles Avenue to 
Steeles West Station 

 
Bike Lanes 
Q10)   Will there be bike lanes on any portion of the Jane Street LRT route?  
Bike lanes are being considered for inclusion along or adjacent to the entire route. However 
where there is not sufficient Right-of-Way (i.e. where the road is too narrow to fit transit and cars 
and bikes), other options may have to be considered.  

Traffic and Other  
Q11)   Will any lanes of traffic be removed on any streets to accommodate the LRT?  
Depending on the selected design, it is possible that a lane in each direction may be removed 
along the southern portion of Jane Street to accommodate the LRT.  This would allow more 
space to provide a better pedestrian and cycling environment and improved urban design. 

Q12)   Will there be left-turn restrictions on any streets to accommodate the LRT? 
Left turns will only be permitted where there is a traffic signal.  Between traffic signals, where the 
LRT travels across unsignalized intersections or driveways, left turns will be prohibited. 
However, there will be separate left turn lanes provided at signalized intersections and motorists 
will be able to make U-turns from these lanes.  For example, a motorist on Jane Street who now 
makes a left turn into a mid-block driveway could, with the LRT in place, simply go past the 
driveway to the next signalized intersection, and make a U-turn to return to his/her destination. 
The locations of these U-Turn opportunities will be identified in the next stage of the study. 

Q13)   Will traffic entering or exiting Highway 400 & Black Creek Drive be affected in any 
way by the LRT?  How will the LRT easily cross Highway 401? 
At present, it is proposed that the LRT line will operate under the existing Highway 400, Black 
Creek Drive & Highway 401 bridges.  Further study will be conducted to develop an acceptable 
design. 

Q14)   Can emergency vehicles use the dedicated right of way for the LRT? 
Yes. Emergency Medical Services and Fire Services are being consulted on how the LRT right-
of-way can be designed to accommodate their vehicles. 

Q15)   Will there be noise or vibration from the LRT? 
With current track design technology, there will be very little noise or vibration. In the past, the 
greatest problems with noise on streetcar lines were created at locations where the vehicle must 
operate through a tight loop to turn around. This creates “wheel squeal”. The new LRT vehicles 
are planned to be “double-ended” – i.e. they will have an operators cab at both ends so it can be 
operated in either direction. It will reverse direction at each end of the line, similar to the 
operation of a subway, and therefore will not need loops. TTC will design the trackbed to 
dampen vibration and ensure it is kept at an acceptable level.  As part of this study, the TTC will 
also undertake a vibration assessment. 

Q16)   Could private property be impacted as a result of the project? 
Yes, it is possible that there will be impacts to property as a result of this project. The challenge 
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of implementing the Jane Street project is to build a highly efficient transit line in an existing 
urban environment.  The purpose of this study is to minimize the impact that the overall project 
will have on existing residential and commercial property and the natural environment. The City 
and the TTC are working to minimize impacts wherever possible. 

Consultation 
Q17)   What key decisions have been made? What decisions are open for comment? 
What does TTC want feedback on?  (e.g. technology, route, centre right of way etc). 
In projects like the Jane LRT the TTC and City staff make recommendations to City Council, who 
have the authority to make the final decision on these matters. The rationale for recommending 
an LRT operating along the middle of Jane Street is being presented as the best way of 
achieving the TTC and City objectives in this corridor.   

All public comments will be considered and evaluated as part of this project. However, if no 
compelling arguments against the recommendations are presented, the LRT will proceed as 
planned.   

There are other aspects of the actual design that are yet to be determined.  Examples are the 
exact location and number of the LRT stops and the design of the connection at Jane Station 
and at the proposed Steeles West Station.  Those issues will be presented and discussed with 
the public at future meetings to assist in developing the best recommendations for staff to submit 
to Council.  Alternative alignments south of Wilson Avenue will also be investigated in order to 
minimize property impacts.  The results of this investigation will be fully explained at the 2nd 
round of Open Houses.  To stay informed, see our contact information on page 5. 

Q18)   How can the public participate in the EA process? 
Residents and business owners in the area are invited to see the proposals and can provide 
information about how the project will affect them and their community. Residents can also 
provide valuable advice about future transit stops that can be used along the routes being 
considered. TTC and City staff will make recommendations and, ultimately, City Council will 
make the final decision on this matter. 

Cost and Timelines  
Q19)   What is the projected cost of this project? 
A preliminary cost estimate for the project assuming at grade operation is approximately $800 
million (including vehicles). 

Q20)   How will the project be funded? 
It is anticipated that two-thirds of the project will be funded by the Provincial Government’s Move 
Ontario initiative and one-third will come from the Federal Government. 

Q21)   When could construction start? 
The start of construction is currently scheduled for 2014 contingent upon the staging of the 
entire Transit City program, completion of the Environmental Assessment tudy, and funding. 

Businesses  
Q22)   How long will construction take? 
Estimating construction timelines for any single business or residence is difficult to forecast as it 
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is in direct correlation to the scope or amount of work being completed in close proximity to that 
home or business. The scope of work changes along the entire length of the corridor and is a 
function of utility relocation requirements, amount of streetscape improvements and roadway 
and sidewalk changes. Indirect impacts such as traffic detours, etc. could be expected to last up 
to one-year in any one particular area. 

Q23)   What will be done to minimize disruption during construction? 
Experience on other large LRT projects in the City has suggested that the most prevalent issues 
of disruption to business are: reduced access to the area, loss of parking, noise and vibration. 

The City / TTC are committed to accelerating construction as much as possible in an effort to 
minimize construction related impacts to residents and businesses. Auto and transit traffic will be 
maintained throughout construction in a single lane in each direction. Pedestrian access may be 
detoured at times but will also be maintained throughout construction. 

Every attempt at replacing short term parking loss for each individual home and business will be 
made. Detailed condition surveys of buildings thought to be vulnerable to ground borne vibration 
will be monitored pre and post construction. Contract documents assign strict limits for 
construction related noise to daytime hours only. All construction related activities are subject to 
building code provisions including the applicable noise by-laws. 

Q24)   How will the City / TTC work with businesses on the project? 
Experience shows that the biggest concern for business during large construction projects is 
anticipating the impacts stemming from construction. The City/TTC are often told that having 
quick access to construction related information, specifically schedule and timing information is 
critical to reducing or minimizing impacts. For this reason the City / TTC will form a “Construction 
Liaison Committee” (CLC) during the construction period. 

The CLC will be made up of City / TTC and contractors staff who can meet bi-weekly on site. 
Business owners and residents directly affected by the construction activity are invited and 
encouraged to attend these meetings where the day-to-day issues affecting their home / 
business are discussed and resolved. Issues such as business deliveries, local parking, and 
garbage pick-up are often topics of concern.  Construction schedules and activity timing is also a 
prime topic. Besides the CLC, the City and TTC will undertake, prior to each phase of 
construction, a comprehensive public awareness campaign to notify people of the upcoming 
work.  Keeping the community up to date and well informed in advance of construction can 
dramatically reduce the inevitable disruption brought about by large construction projects. 

 
For more information, please visit the project website or contact us to be placed on the 
project mailing list: 
Public Consultation Unit 
City of Toronto 
55 John Street, Metro Hall, 19th floor 
Toronto, Ontario  M5V 3C6 
 

Tel: 416-392-6900 
Fax: 416-392-2974 
TTY: 416-397-0831 
Email: janetransit@toronto.ca
www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/jane_lrt/index.htm
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Proposed Road Layout: 
36m right-of-way 

Proposed Intersection Layout: 
36m right-of-way 

Possible Route and Stop Locations 

Surface LRT  Mixed Surface & 

Underground LRT 


