
QUEEN STREET ROUTE1 

Plans and estimates of cost have been made covering two-track subway and open cut 
sections along Queen Street to be operated for a number of years as a trunk line for street car 
routes extending east, northeast, west and northwest beyond its portals. The open cut 
sections will be west of University Avenue and east of Church Street in the rear of the Queen 
Street frontage, connected by a subway under Queen Street between University Avenue and 
Church Street. 
These open cut sections will extend through depreciated-value areas where there will be 
pronounced economy in acquiring a private right-of-way a short distance north of Queen 
Street. The general features of the project conform to those described […] for the subway on 
Yonge Street, the principal variation being the adoption of elevated construction across the 
Don River. 
It is estimated that the maximum traffic on the Queen Street route, about 9,000 passengers per 
hour, could be carried with a combination of single cars and two-car trains operating on a 
headway of about 60 seconds, at speeds of about 15 m.p.h. including stops. Capacity of this 
route; operated with trolley cars, will provide for substantial future increases in traffic with 
but little sacrifice in speed. The Queen Street route, therefore, initially at least is being 
planned for street car operation. 
An extension will be built on the west, partly in subway and partly in open cut, 
extending through Trinity Park to a connection with existing street car tracks on Dundas 
Street, a short distance east of Crawford Street. A similar extension will be made on the 
east along a right-of-way to be acquired adjacent to and just west of the Canadian National 
Railway to a connection with existing street car tracks at Gerrard Street and Carlaw Avenue. 
This arrangement will result in benefit to every section of the east and west ends of the 
city. 
In the east, for example, will be routed not only Queen Street and Kingston Road cars. 
Special new direct routes from the Danforth districts, by which car riders can reach the 
downtown section, will be established instead of the present crosstown and transfer 
connections. 
Similarly, in the west end, in addition to Queen cars and Dundas cars, other special new 
routes from the Dovercourt area. High Park and Runnymede districts will use the rapid 
transit line to get the greatest possible benefit of the new facilities. 
The grades and alignments of both of these extensions will be such as to permit subsequent 
rapid transit extensions along Queen Street beyond the ends of the initial structures. The total 
length of route between the connection to the Dundas Street tracks near Crawford Street 
to a connection to the tracks at Gerrard Street and Carlaw Avenue is 4.5 miles. 
Subway structures are planned with sufficient vertical clearance to permit opera- lion of cars 
using overhead trolleys. Lateral clearances will permit operation of 10-foot wide cars, if 
eventually required. 

                                                 
1 From Rapid Transit for Toronto, Toronto Transportation Commission, 1945.  The text is unchanged except where 
necessary to make sense out of context from the complete report. 



Construction of stations 500 feet long, of which 300 feet will be finished and utilized 
initially, is advocated. Stations are planned at the following locations along Queen Street: 

Trinity Park   Yonge 
Bathurst    Church 
Spadina     Sherbourne 
Grange    Parliament 
York    Broadview 
City Hall 

Public transportation routes are intersected at all the se stations except at Trinity Park and 
Grange. These two stations will provide rapid transit transportation for important local centres. 
Terminal loops are proposed at each side of the downtown district as follows: 
One passing under Queen Street subway west of University Avenue to provide for turning back 
extra service between the east end and the downtown district, and 
One passing under the Queen Street subway just west of Church Street for turning back extra 
service between the west end and the downtown district. 
This track layout will permit through route operation between the east and west sides of 
the city, and also the operation of such ser\ ices from the outlying areas to the downtown 
district as may be desirable from the viewpoint of efficient operation. 
An additional station may be built near the Don River providing access to the Don River 
Station for passengers from both the Canadian National and the Canadian Pacific Railways, if 
proved desirable by further studies. 
The preliminary estimate of cost for this project is as follows: 

Structure ..................................................................        $ 11,800,000 
Off-street Rights-of-way .............................................         5,200,000 
Fixed Equipment ...................................................  2,300,000 

Total............................................................................     $ 19,300,000 

The plan above outlined for rapid transit on the Queen Street route is considered adequate for 
present necessities and is, of course, much more economical than subway construction 
throughout. It has been designed so that it can be readily modified, either in the light of 
future developments or having regard to other considerations. 
For example, recent proposals of the City Planning Board provide for two major housing 
projects immediately north of Queen Street, one on the east and one on the west side of the 
city. Provision can easily be made so that the Commission's rapid transit proposals will not 
in any way affect these projects to their detriment. 
 



View of Open Cut of Queen LRT in “An Industrial Area” 
 

 
 
 
View of Portal West of University Avenue  

 



Design for Western Half of Queen LRT and Subway 
 

 



Design for Eastern Half of Queen LRT and Subway 
 

 
 


